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Congress, arm our merchant ships against submarines. The Attorney General ruled that the President possessed this power. Whereupon the Secretaries of State and the Navy were asked for details on procedure in carrying out an armed ship policy. They replied in long memoranda which I read to the President as he lay in bed. Mr. Lansing, especially, saw no hope for peace and urged that we proceed on the theory that we should soon be at war with Germany. This was on the 8th and 9th. The nth, Sunday, found Woodrow better and I had Mother, Bertha and Randolph to dinner. To amuse my husband I suggested that he and Randolph try the ouija board. They did, and who should announce himself as present but Lord Nelson, saying he wished to discuss submarine warfare. We were all interested by what he said, for it was entirely logical.
The following day, March I2th, the President gave the order to arm the ships. At ten that night Dr. Grayson arrived. Seated before the fire in my room he gave us the reactions he had heard from navy men and others. All favourable.
From my diary:
"March 13,1917: W. did not get up until lunch-time; he still feels wretched. There is a streetcar strike in the City [Washington] and a [national] railroad strike threatened to begin on Saturday. W. saw several people and telephoned others to see if it could be averted.
"March 14, 1917: Still raining. W. in bed until one, but seemed better.
"March 15, 1917: Thrilling news from Russia regarding an almost bloodless Revolution. Overthrow of the Government and taking control by the people."
The tidings of the Czar's abdication, contained in a dispatch from Ambassador Francis, and the hope for a democratic Russia, seemed to give new strength to the President's conception of a war against autocracy. Immediate preparation was made to recognize the new Russian Government.